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The Foltowing extract has been takenfrom the minutesto the ACMD's
on the reclassification/ reschedulingof benzodiazepitrcs'
on I I March 2004regarding itsdiscu.ssion

Benzodiazepines
of issues it would need to focus on as identified at its last meeting. This
included the prevalence of counterfeit benzodiazepinesand the effects of
reschedulingtemazepamand fl unitrazepam'
data that could be used to accurately ascertain the levels of counterfeit
Anecdotal evidence and the limited data they had on the
benzodrazepLnes.
issue suggestedthat there was not much evidence of illicit importation of
ben:zodiazepines.Furthermore, although FSS had seized some counterfeit
benzodiazpeines,the levels seized did not suggest that there was a wide
prevalenceof counterfeitbenzodiazepines.
was increasingly hard to tell. The attentionof the Committee was drawn to
cases in Western Scotland, where counterfeit benzodtazepinesknown as
'French Blues' were reportedto havebeenin circulattion

collect data that could be used to give an accuratereflection of the effects of
rescheduling temazepam and flunitrazepam and therefore it was not in a
position to make an informed and evidencedbasedstatementon the issue' It
was bought to the attention of the Committee that evidence from Scotland
suggestedthat rescheduling had resulted in the reduction of the illicit use of
temazepam. However, it was pointed out to the Committee that the above
interpretationof the effectsof reschedulingwas misleading.It was suggested
that that the reduction in the illicit use of temazepamin Scotland was more
linked to the fact that the popularity of temazepamhad declined since they
were no longer availablein gel format on the National Health Service.
benzodiazepinesin the same Scheduleas temazepam.The Committee agreed
that this would not be appropriateand would prove to be misleadingas not all
benzodtazepineswere the same.
sufficient evidence to suggest that benzodiazepinesbe rescheduled or
reclassified.However, the Committeeagreedthat it would keep under review

I

the situation with regards to benzodiazepinesand considerthe issuefurther
when the need arises.

